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Family with Blue Sclerotics, Fragilitas Ossium and Otosclerosis.-Sir JAMES DUNDAS-GRANT, K.B.E., M.D., F. C. ORMEROD, F.R.C.S., and F. A. H. SIMMONDS Mrs. X., aged 45, attended Brompton Hospital on account of her chest, and was observed by Dr. Simmons to have typical blue sclerotics. On further investigation, prevalence of the condition in the family, as shown in the accompanying tree, was ascertained. Patient is noticeably deaf; the deafness, however, was only perceived after an attack of influenza in 1921; hers is a typical case of otosclerosis. She fractured three ribs at the age of 10.
Her son (A), aged 18, has extreme deafness which developed at puberty; he also has interstitial keratitis; the Wassermann reaction, tested in January, 1928, is mildly positive. He has sustained numerous fractures. His sclerotics are blue and suffused with congestion of the conjunctiva.
Two daughters (B) are alive and well, aged 14 and 12; they have blue sclerotics. (A second child-male--died at the age of 6 months, said " to have had only one lung.") A sister (Mrs. Y.), aged 32, has definite blue sclerotics; no fractures, but otosclerosis developed in 1918 after influenza.
Her children, four in number, have blue sclerotics but at present show no signs of otosclerosis, hearing the tuning-forks as low as sixteen vibrations. The eldest (C), aged 10, has broken his collar-bone, right leg three times, right arm three times, left arm once; the second (D), aged 8, has had no fractures; the third (E), aged 4, falls easily, has fractured right leg three times; the youngest (F), aged 2, has had no fractures yet and is a very strong child.
The blue sclerotics increase in depth of colour with any illness, in all the last two generations. Several members of the family have rather poor vision. In no case was there any fracture at birth, and no fractures occurred until the children began to crawl about, etc. Blueness of sclerotics was present at birth and does not seem to have increased in depth with age.
Dicugssion.-Sir JAMES DUNDAS-GRANT said that Dr. Adam, at an Edinburgh meeting, had reported another such family.
Mr. SOMERVILLE HASTINGS (the President) said that Mr. Cleminson had also shown a similar family.
Mr. G. J. JENKINS said that the association of blue sclerotics and fragilitas ossium with otosclerosis was well established, but the otosclerosis was a separate disease grafted on the others which apparently favoured its incidence.
Carcinoma of Middle Ear, apparently secondary to Carcinoma
Mamma. W. M. MOLLISON, M.Ch.-Miss R., aged 59, referred by Dr. Charsley, in September, 1928 . Right breast removed for carcinoma three years previously; no local recurrence. Eighteen months ago attack of neuralgia in left side of face;
